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I would like to express my gratitude for your continuing support and
understanding for the promotion of the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan projects.

To commemorate the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020, Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan will present two grand opera productions in 2019 and 2020.
The executive producer of this project, world renowned conductor, Maestro
Kazushi Ono, together with world class leading Japanese and international
creators and performers will produce these operas. It is a great pleasure to
be able to present to the world this collaboration of artists from all over the
world in Tokyo, in time for the Olympic and Paralympic games.

This project is the first co-production with the New National Theatre,
Tokyo, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary. I hope that this
cooperative work between the two leading theatres of Japan will mark a
new chapter in the history of the music scene.

These operas will be presented not only in the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan and
the New National Theatre, Tokyo, but also in BIWAKO HALL, a venue
with a rich history of opera performances and the Sapporo Cultural Arts
Theater to be inaugurated next fall as a new outlet of creativity.

We are sure this project will captivate, not only Tokyo and Japan, but the
whole world.
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This season the New National Theatre, Tokyo, celebrates its 20th
anniversary and next season a new era begins with Maestro Kazushi
Ono, our designated artistic director. Under his leadership and together
with Tokyo Bunka Kaikan we will produce “Summer Festival Opera 2019-
20 Japan<>Tokyo<>World” as our first co-production. We will perform
“Turandot” (2019) and “Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg” (2020) in both
venues. Subsequent performances of “Turandot” are planned for BIWAKO
HALL and Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater, and also of “Meistersinger” in
another venue out of Tokyo.

In anticipation of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic games, it is a
great pleasure and honor for us to announce that the two leading Tokyo
theatres, where the performing arts in this city were nurtured, will co-
produce these operas and share the performances in partnership with
other theatres in Japan. We hope that this ambitious project will generate
a momentum which enables the Japanese arts scene to grow and establish
itself more firmly on the international scene. We ask you for your support
and cooperation.
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BIWAKO HALL, built on the shore of Lake Biwa, was inaugurated in 1998 and it celebrates
its 20th anniversary next year. BIWAKO HALL Vocal Ensemble, the house vocalist group,
will be part of this performance. The ensemble was established at the time the hall opened
and it has been the core of the numerous performing arts productions of the hall. We are
pleased to have the opportunity to work together with the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan and the
New National Theatre, Tokyo, theatres where numerous operas have been performed and
the soon to be inaugurated full-scale opera theatre Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater in this
full-scale production just before the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020. We hope
you will enjoy this world class performance conducted by Maestro Kazushi Ono, directed
by Alex Ollé and with the perfect international casts.
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Sapporo is a beautiful city surrounded by rich nature and colored by the vivid hues of the
seasons. The Odori Park is an oasis for the citizens of Sapporo. The Sapporo Community
Plaza, to be inaugurated next October, is being built near this park in the center of the city.
The Plaza, which consists of the Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater—a full-scale opera and
ballet theater—the Sapporo Cultural Arts Community Center, and the Sapporo Municipal
library and Information center, seeks to be the hub of diverse cultural and artistic activities
in the city of Sapporo.

We are very pleased to be part of the collaborative project “Turandot” together with the
leading theaters of Japan, and to present a world class performance to the citizens of
Sapporo as part of the theater's Opening Series.

We hope that this performance will serve as a tool to promote new culture and art
activities not only in the city of Sapporo, but in the world as well.
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ONO
Kazushi

It gives me great pleasure to be able to
announce the “Summer Festival Opera 2019-20
Japan<>Tokyo<>World”.

The opera industry of Japan will join forces to
present to the world this large-scale project, the
first of its class in the history of opera in Japan, in
the year of the Olympics, 2020. As a member of the
Tokyo Arts and Culture Committee. I advocated the
“production of opera originated in Tokyo, with the
participation of people from around the world”, as a
cultural program. This has finally become a reality.
Today we announce two new opera productions:
Puccini's TURANDOT in 2019 and Wagner's DIE
MEISTERSINGER VON NURNBERG.

TURANDOT takes place in the Asian continent
and its main character is a Chinese princess. DIE
MEISTERSINGER VON NURNBERG takes place in
the European continent. The intent to connect the
world through the “opera-net” is reflected in these
choices.

We have invited 2 directors who are presently
taking the world of opera by storm. The cast will
be a combination of top singers of the world and
selected Japanese talent. In other words, a first-
class lineup. The members of the children’s chorus
in TURANDOT will be made up by children from
countries from around the world. We are sure there
will be no shortage of interesting topics like this.

It is worth mentioning that this project is a co-
production between the New National Theatre,
Tokyo and the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan. This will be the
first collaborative effort between these two pillars
that have been building the foundation of Japan's
performing arts. They will be working together on
this special occasion to create these operas. It can
be said that this is an opera co-production between
the Tokyo Metropolitan government and the
government of Japan. The two theaters have already
been working hand in hand in negotiating with the
directors and casting. I am overtaken by strong
emotions by watching this collaboration.

In cooperation with other leading theatres out of
Tokyo TURANDOT will be presented in BIWAKO
HALL and the Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater. DIE
MEISTERSINGER VON NURNBERG is also planned
to be presented in another venue.

The project is steadily moving forward, supported by
an immense energy. Nothing will make me happier
than sharing the outcome of this project will all of you.
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Ancient Beijing. Old king Timur and his slave Liu have been
wandering since their defeat in war. Timur is reunited with his
son Calaf and they are happy to know they are well. Everybody
prostrates themselves before Princess Turandot who appears
silently. Calaf is enthralled by the princess’ beauty. He learns that
if he can solve the 3 riddles, she will become his, so he tries to
solve them.

The three ministers think back on the foreign princes who have
lost their lives because of the princess. People gather in the
square in front of the palace where Turandot announces that
“if he cannot solve the riddles, he will have to pay with his life”.
Calaf, however, successfully solves the riddles. Calaf present the
fluttered princess with a riddle. He asks her what his name is.

The princess orders the citizens to find out the foreign prince’s
name, without sleep. Calaf sings his own determination through
the aria (Nessun dorma - Nobody shall sleep) . Timur and Liu
are captured. Liu declares “I am the only one who knows the
young man’s name” and takes her own life. After everyone leaves,
Calaf declares his love for the princess and kisses her. Turandot
opens up to Calaf and announces that his name is “love”.

Summer Festival Opera 2019-20
Japan<>Tokyo<=World

The Summer Festival Opera 2019-20 Japan<>Tokyo<World is a 2-year international opera
project developed by the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan and the New National Theatre, Tokyo, in
cooperation with the leading theaters in the regions, in line with the Olympic and Paralympic

Games Tokyo 2020.

In 2019, we will present TURANDOT (Puccini) which is set in Asia (China). It will be
directed by Alex Ollé, the artistic director of La Fura dels Baus, the theatre company that
directed the opening ceremony of the Barcelona Olympics. The project was conceived by
Maestro Kazushi Ono, musical director of the Barcelona Symphony Orchestra. It is also a big
topic that this orchestra will visit to Japan for the first time in 24 years and play in the pit.

In 2020, we will venture to present DIE MEISTERSINGER VON NURNBERG (Wagner), a
grand opera fit to celebrate the Olympic and Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020.

2020 Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg
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Afternoon mass at Saint Catherine’s church. The knight Walther
falls in love at first sight with Eva, the daughter of goldsmith
Pogner. Walther finds out that the winner of the Mestersinger
contest on the following day, will win Eva’s hand in marriage.
He learns the rules of song composing from David, the cobbler
apprentice. During the preliminary trial, the town clerk
Bechmesser, who want to marry Eva, gives Walther a failing
mark, but the cobbler Sachs praises Walther's free spirit and
talent.

That evening in front of Sachs’ house. Bechmesser appears and
serenades Eva. David mistakenly thinks it is his sweetheart who
is being serenaded and punches Bechmesser, causing a riot that
involves the whole town.

Following morning at Sachs’ house. Walther and Sachs composes
a song for the contest. Beckmesser appears and finds the draft of
Walther’s song. Sachs gives the draft to Beckmesser.

Beside the Pegnitz River, the site of the singing contest,
Beckmesser sings a song based on the draft he found, but he gets
laughed at. He accuses Sachs of tricking him, but Sachs announces
that the song is Walther's. When Walther sings his song, everybody
is moved. Walther wins Eva’s hand in marriage, but declines the
title of Meistersinger. Sachs persuades him to accept the title. The
opera ends with a chorus lauding the arts of Germany.
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[Performances at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan] Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan (Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation

for History and Culture)

[Performances at New National Theatre, Tokyo] New National Theatre Foundation
[Performances at BIWAKO HALL] Biwako Arts Foundation

[Performances at Sapporo Cultural Arts Theater] Sapporo Cultural Arts Foundation

AN HFE AN AR RF IR S (BEFEFEIF)  Collaborated by : Japan Opera Foundation (Fujiwara Opera)
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Kazushi Ono is Music Director of Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra and Orquestra Simfonica de Barcelona
i Nacional de Catalunya. In 2016 he became Artistic Consultant to the New National Theatre, Tokyo, a position that
he will hold until September 2018, after which he will become the Theatre’'s Artistic Director of Opera.

He was formerly General Music Director of Badisches Staatstheater Karlsruhe, Music Director of La Monnaie in
Brussels, Principal Guest Conductor of Filarmonica Arturo Toscanini. From 2008 to 2017, Kazushi Ono maintained his
position as Principal Conductor of Opéra National de Lyon, during which he attracted international critical acclaim
with landmark performances of works such as Prokofiev's “The Gamblers”, Berg’'s “Lulu” and Wagner's “Parsifal”, thus
reinforcing the company’s reputation for creating a series of new productions, including the compelling double bill of
Dallapiccola’s “Il prigioniero” and Schénberg’s “Erwartung” (2013) ; Beethoven's “Fidelio”, in Lyon and at the Edinburgh
International Festival (2013) ; Britten's “Peter Grimes” and “The Turn of the Screw”(2014) ; Debussy's “Pelléas et
Meélisande”, Berlioz's “La damnation de Faust"(2015) , and Shostakovich's “Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk” (2016) .
Following his tenure as Principal Conductor in Lyon, he was awarded ‘Officier de l'ordre des Arts et des Lettres’
by French cultural minister Francoise Nyssen, a further distinguished title adding to the prestigious Asahi Prize,
given in January 2015, for his contribution to Japanese society. This award distinguishes individuals who have
greatly contributed to the development and progress of Japanese culture and society at large.

Produced by : Tokyo Bunka Kaikan/New National Theatre, Tokyo
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Born is Barcelona. Alex Ollé is one of the six artistic directors of La Fura dels Baus and his prominent works
from its early period established “La Fura dels Baus” as a top company among both critics and the public. He has
participated in many large-format shows, for example in collaboration with Carlus Padrissa, Ollé created and directed
Mediterrani, mar olimpic, the epicentre of the opening ceremony of the 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games. Recently
he is active in the field of opera. He has appeared to the theaters all over the world such as Salzburg Festspiele,
Teatro Real in Madrid, Gran Teatro del Liceu in Barcelona, Opéra National de Paris, Royal Opera House London,
Sachsische Staatsoper, Nederlandse Opera, Teatro alla Scala, Australia Opera and so on, and directed a wide variety
of repertory such as “Die Zauberflote”, “Norma”, “Il Trovatore”, “La damnation de Faust”, “Tristan und Isolde”, “Pelléas
et Mélisande”, “Diary of one who disappeared”.
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One of the most celebrated dramatic sopranos of today, Iréne Theorin is a regular guest at opera houses and concert
venues across the world. Particularly associated with German dramatic repertoire such as Briinnhilde in “Der Ring
des Nibelungen”, Isolde in “Tristan und Isolde”, “Elektra” Title Role, she has garnered huge acclaim for her intense
musicality, engaging performances and vocal flexibility. A graduate of the Music Academy and Royal Opera School
in Copenhagen, Theorin has performed at Teatro alla Scala, Metropolitan Opera, Royal Opera House Covent Garden,
Staatsoper Unter den Linden, Wiener Staatsoper, Salzburger Festspiele, Bayerische Staatsoper, Opéra National de
Paris, Sachsische Staatsoper, New National Theatre, Tokyo and at Bayreuther Festspiele. “Turandot” is one her
signature roles and she has sung this role in important houses around the world.
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In 2002 American soprano Jennifer Wilson made her operatic stage debut as Turandot with the Connecticut Opera,
and since then has sung this role in major houses including Houston Grand Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Royal Opera
House, London, Metropolitan Opera, Bayerische Staatsoper and so on. Wagner consists her main repertory now.
Brinnhilde in “Der Ring des Nibelungen” in Valencia, which is now available as DVD, was a great success, and she
has sung this role in Florence, Opera Leipzig, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Hamburgische Staatsoper and so on. Other
signature roles are Isolde in “Tristan und Isolde” (Lyric Opera of Chicago, Gran Teatro del Liceu), and Senta in
“Der fliegende Holldnder” (New National Theatre, Tokyo, Washington National Opera, Wiener Staatsoper). She has
appeared in Bayreuther Festspiele, Opera Australia, Israel Philharmonic, LA Opera and so on with roles such as
Leonore in “Fidelio”, Farberin in “Die Frau ohne Schatten”, Abigaille in “Nabucco” and Title Role of “Aida” and Irene
in “Rienzi”.
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A native of New Zealand, Simon O'Neill has established himself as one of the finest helden-tenors on the international
stage. As Siegmund in “Die Walkiire”, he has appeared in important houses such as Royal Opera House, London,
Teatro alla Scala, Staatsoper Unter den Linden, Metropolitan Opera and Wiener Staatsoper. Other than Siegmund
he has sung Wagner roles such as Walther von Stolzing in “Die Meistersinger von Nirnberg”, “Parsifal” Title Role,
Erik in “Der fliegende Hollander”, Siegfried in “Gotterddammerung” and also Florestan in “Fidelio”, Tambourmajor
in “Wozzeck”, Cavaradossi in “Tosca”, “Otello” Title Role and so on in major houses such as New National Theatre,
Tokyo, Bayreuther Festspiele, and Salzburger Festspiele. Simon O'Neill has appeared in many of the world's leading
concert halls such Berlin Philharmonie, BBC Proms or Carnegie Hall for Das Lied von der Erde, Gurrelieder Mahler
Symphony No. 8 and so on. SO many CDs and DVDs are also in market.
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Eri Nakamura graduated from the Osaka College of Music and its graduate school. After completing the New
National Theatre, Tokyo Opera Studio, she made her debut at the Royal Opera House Covent Garden in 2008.
She was catapulted into the limelight when she appeared as the cover for Anna Netrebko in the Royal Opera’s
production of “I Capuleti e i Montecchi” the following year. She won prizes in two categories, song and orchestra, at
the Cardiff Singer of the World and advanced to the finals.

She signed an exclusive contract with the Bayerische Staatsoper as a soloist between 2010 and 2016. After her debut
in the role of Susanna in “Le nozze di Figaro”, she sang major roles in “Die Zauberflote”, “Les Contes d'Hoffmann”,
“Hansel und Gretel” under the baton of Maestros Kent Nagano, Kirill Petrenko and Kazushi Ono. She has appeared
in many occasions as a guest performer with the Deutsche Oper Berlin, the Salzburger Landestheater among
others. Her debut with the Wiener Staatsoper singing the role of Clorinda in “La Cenerentola” is an example of her
expanding career.

In 2017, she performed in “Le nozze di Figaro” in the New National Theatre, Tokyo and the Hyogo Performing Arts
Center, “La Traviata” in the Miyazaki International Music Festival and recitals throughout the country.

She won the Arion Award in 2012, the New Face Award of the Minister of Education Award for Fine Arts in 2015
and the 47th JXTG Music Award Western Classical Music Promotion Division in 2017. She is currently a Visiting
Associate Professor at the Osaka College of Music.
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Ryoko Sunakawa graduated from the Musashino Academia Musicae and its graduate school. She studied in Milano.
She won first prize in the 34th Concorso Italo-Giapponese. She won first prize in the 69th Music Competition of
Japan. She won the Zandonai Award in the 12th International Competition for Young Opera Singers “Riccardo
Zandonai”. She was awarded the 16th Gotoh Memorial Cultural Award Most Promising Young Talent Prize in Opera.
She earned high acclaim for the roles of Liu in “Turandot”, Micaela in “Carmen”, Pamina in “Die Zauberflote”, Antonia
in “Les Contes dHoffmann”, Mimi in “La Bohéme”, La Contessa in “Le nozze di Figaro”, Violetta in “La Traviata”,
Marie/Marietta in “Die tote Stadt”, Sophie in “Werther”, Norina in “Don Pasquale” among others in the Fujiwara
Opera, the New National Theatre, Tokyo, BIWAKO HALL and other theaters. Recently she has broadened her
repertoire with the title roles of “Madama Butterfly” and “Tosca”, performances that received the highest praises.
She is scheduled to perform the role of Nedda in “I Pagliacci” in January 2018.

Her varied activities include performances with orchestras and concerts, as well as appearances in NHK's Meikyoku
Album, Eiga Ongaku ni Kanpai, the NHK New Year Opera Concert and Best of Classic. She has achieved popularity
as a leading soprano in Japan because of her solid technique and beautiful presence on stage. She is a member of the
Fujiwara Opera.
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Riccardo Zanellato's career has led him to become one of the reference artists for the most important bass roles.
Regularly invited by Riccardo Muti in many productions at the Teatro dellOpera in Rome, he collaborates with
institutions as Teatro alla Scala in Milan, Teatro Regio in Turin, Arena di Verona, Teatro Massimo in Palermo,
Verdi Festival in Parma, Palau de les Arts Reina Sofia in Valencia, Gran Teatro del Liceu in Barcelona, Nederlandse
Opera in Amsterdam, Rossini Opera Festival in Pesaro, Salzburger Festspiele and so on. His repertory includes
roles such as Mose in “Moise et Pharaon”, Zaccaria in “Nabucco”, Jacopo Fiesco in “Simon Boccanegra”, “Attila” Title
Role, Ramfis in “Aida”, Banco in “Macbeth”, Filippo in “Don Carlo”, Enrico in “Anna Bolena”, Colline in “La Bohéme”.
He is also active in concerts, and especially he performs Verdi'd Requem all over the world with many prominent
conductors.
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Hidekazu Tsumaya graduated from the Tokyo University of the Arts and its graduate school. Winner of the 24th
Giraud Opera Prize and the 3rd Russian Song Prize. After studying in Milan, Italy, he joined Opernhaus Leipzig in
Germany ('94 to '01) and the Deutsches Nationaltheater Weimar (‘02 to '11) . He has performed at the Bregenzer
Festpiele, Deutsche Oper Berlin, Staatsoper Unter den Linden, Deutsche Oper am Rhein, Staatsoper Hannover,
Nationaltheater Mannheim. He has appeared in various theatres in Japan, including the New National Theatre,
Tokyo. He has performed numerous major roles with reknown conductors, directors and singers in Europe and
Japan. He has appeared in more than 60 operas, sang 80 parts in more than 900 performances. His physique, velvety
voice and dignified acting project an overwhelming presence. He performs as a soloist in concerts. He is involved in
educational activities such as instructing master classes. He performed in the Nissay Opera production of “Rusalka”
and BIWAKO HALL production of “Saint Francois d'Assise” in 2017. He is scheduled to appear in the Tokyo Nikikai
Opera Foundation production of NORMA as Oroveso in March 2018. He is based in Leipzig. He is a member of the
Nikikai Opera Foundation.
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Hiroshi Mochiki graduated from the Tokyo University of the Arts. He won an award in the 20th Concorso Italo-Giapponese.
He won an award in the vocal category of the 53rd Music Competition of Japan. His debut was in 1986 with the Fujiwara
Opera. He has performed in numerous operas including “Cavalleria Rusticana”, “Don Carlo”, “I Pagliacci”, “Lucia di
Lammermoor”, “Madama Butterfly”, “Rigoletto”, “Il Trovatore”, “La Traviata”, “Macbeth”, “Otello”. His highly acclaimed debut
at the New National Theatre, Tokyo was in 2000 with “Eugene Onegin”, a co-production with the Fujiwara Opera, in the
role of Lensky. In 2001, he sang the role of L'imperatore Altoum in “Turandot”, Cassion in “Otello”. Recently, he received
favorable reviews for his performance as Scarecrow in the Fantasy Opera “The Wizard of Oz". He has performed in the
Japanese operas such as “Twilight Crane”, “Yosakoibushi”, “Black Ships”, “Taki Rentaro”, “Shuzenji Monogatari”. He is also
a central figure in the Saitama Opera Association. He has performed in numerous concerts such as Fujiwara Opera’s A
Feast of Tenors, Beethoven's 9th, as well as appearance in NHK-FM. He won the 18th Giraud Opera Prize. He is Tourism
Spokesperson for the city of Kazo, Saitama Prefecture. He was awarded the Shimoosa Kan-ichi Speial Prize. He is a member
of the Fujiwara Opera.
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Takashi Masu graduated from the Osaka College of Music. Completed the New National Theatre, Tokyo Opera Studio.
Studied at the Conservatorio di musica di Bologna. He was awarded the Milano Grand Prize at the 37th Concorso de Lirica
Ttaliana and the 22nd Gotoh Memorial Cultural Award Most Promising Young Talent Prize in Opera. His performances as
Count Almaviva in “Le nozze di Figaro”, Eisentstein in “Die Fledermaus”, the title role in “Don Giovanni” and Kichijiro in the
New National Theatre, Tokyo production of “Silence”, Escamillo in “Carmen” and Danilo in “The Merry Widow” have been
highly acclaimed. His recent performances have been Masetto in the 2015 Nissay Theatre production of “Don Giovanni”,
Fiorello in the 2016 New National Theatre, Tokyo production of “Il Barbiere di Siviglia”, Marcello in the 2017 Nissay Theatre
production of “La Bohéme” and Conte di Luna in the Mikawa City Opera production of “Il Trovatore”. He is a member of the
Nikikai Opera Foundation.
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Kenji Moriguchi was born in Kanagawa prefecture. He graduated from the Kunitachi College of Music and its graduate school.
He studied in Italy under the Program of Overseas Study for Upcoming Artists of the Agency for Cultural Affairs. He won first
prize in the 22nd Music Contest in lizuka and in the 36th Rome Festival 2007 International Competition. After his debut with
the Fujiwara Opera in 2006 with the role of Barone di Trombonok in “Il Viaggio a Reims”, he has performed in “La Bohéme”,
“L'elisir d'amour”, “Il barbiere di Siviglia”, “Le Comte Ory”, “Falstaff’, “La Traviata”, “Un Ballo In Maschera”, “Don Pasquale” to
high acclaim. His wide range of activities include performances in “Rigoletto”, “Carmen”, “La Bohéme” in numerous theaters
singing the national anthem of Azerbaijan at an international soccer match against the Japanese national team and performance
in the NHK New Year’'s Opera Concert. He is a member of the Fujiwara Opera.
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Takumi Yogi graduated from the Kunitachi College of Music and its graduate school. He studied in Bologna. He won an
award in the 71st Music Competition of Japan, and the 42nd Concorso Italo-Giapponese. He won first prize in the 6th Tokyo
Music Competition. His opera performances include the role of Roderigo in the 2010 Nikikai Opera production of “Otello”,
Gastone de Letoriéres in the 2013 BIWAKO HALL/Kanagawa Kenmin Hall co-production of “La Traviata”, the title role of
the 2014 Tokyo Nikikai Opera production of “Idomeneo”. His highly acclaimed recent performances include the Agency for
Cultural Affairs Project to Revitalize Theaters and Concert Halls production of Verdi's “Otello”, Nikikai Opera production of
“Wiener Blut”. BIWAKO HALL productions “Die tote Stadt”, “Rigoletto”, “Das Rheingold”, the New National Theatre, Tokyo
production of “Otello”. He has performed in the 2014 and 2015 NHK New Year Opera Concerts. His beautiful voice is the
center of attention in various circles. He is a member of the Nikikai Opera Foundation.
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Naoyuki Akitani graduated from the Kunitachi College of Music. He completed the Nikikai Opera Studio and the
Conservatorio di Milano courses. He won the 10th Canzone Concorso. His highly acclaimed performances include Pollione in
“Norma”, Ismaele in “Nabucco”, Macduff in “Macbeth”, Il Duca di Mantova in “Rigoletto”, Alfredo in “La Traviata”, Riccardo in
“Un Ballo in Maschera”, title role in “Otello”, Canio in “I Pagliacci”, Cavaradossi in “Tosca”, Pinkerton in “Madama Butterfly”,
Calaf in “Turandot”. Recent performances include the 2015 NHK Symphony Orchestra Subscription Concert conducted
by Charles Dutoit, the 2016 New National Theatre, Tokyo productions of “Salome”, “Die Zauberflote”, “Lohengrin”. He has
performed in the 2017 New National Theatre, Tokyo production of “Der Rosenkavalier”. He is a member of the Nikikai Opera
Foundation.
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Toshiaki Murakami was born in Tokyo. He graduated from the Kunitachi College of Music. He studied in Italy through the
Agency for Cultural Affairs Artist Overseas Training program with a scholarship from the Gotoh Memorial Fundation.

He has won awards in 15 competitions including first prize in the 9th Madama Butterfly International Competition. He
has won numerous awards in national competitions such as first prize in the 40th Concorso Italo-Giapponese and the Siena
Award of the 35th Concorso de Lirica Italiana. After returning to Japan, he has been performing with several companies
such as the Fujiwara Opera and the New National Theatre, Tokyo in productions such as “La Traviata, “La Bohéme”, “Un
Ballo in Maschera”, “Tosca”, “Das Rheingold”, “Madama Butterfly”, “L’elisir d'amour” and has received the highest praises.
He has performed as a concert singer in the NHK New Year's Opera Concert and Beethoven's 9th Symphony. He is an
indispensable primo tenor in the Opera circle. He was awarded the 15th Gotoh Memorial Cultural Award Most Promising
Young Talent Prize in Opera. He is a member of the Fujiwara Opera.
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Shuhei Itoga graduated from the Musashino Academia Musicae and its graduate school. He completed the New National
Theatre, Tokyo Opera Studio. He studied in Italy through the Agency for Cultural Affairs Artist Overseas Training program
in 2010. He won an award in the International Competition Enzo Sordello and the role of Count Almaviva in “Il Barbiere di
Siviglia”. In Japan, he has appeared in the New National Theatre, Tokyo productions of “La Bohéme”, “Salome”, “Le nozze
di Figaro”, “Die tote Stadt”, “Falstaff”, “Salome”, “Madama Butterfly”. He has also performed the role of Merkur in the 2015
Nikikai Opera production of “Die Liebe der Danae” and the role of Goro in the Tokyo Philharmonic Subscription Concert
“Madama Butterfly” (Mo. Myung-Whun Chung) . In November 2017, he sang the role of Alfred in the Tokyo Nikikai Opera’s
“Cooperation Production with the Komische Oper Berlin” of “Die Fledermaus” (Andreas Homoki director) . He is a member
of the Nikikai Opera Foundation.
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Yuichi Toyoshima was born in Hokkaido. He graduated from the Musashino Academia Musicae and its graduate school. He
studied in Italy in ‘93 as a recipient of the Hokkaido International Music Exchange Society scholarship, from 99 to 01 as
recipient of the 8th Ezoe Memorial Foundation Opera scholarship and in ‘03 through the Agency for Cultural Affairs Artist
Overseas Training program. He has won numerous awards including the 1st prize in the 5th HIMES Competition.

His debut in Italy was in '98 in Milan singing the title role of “Rigoletto”. He performed in “La Traviata”, “Madama Butterfly”.
His debut with the Fujiwara Opera was in ‘99 as Schaunard in “La Bohéme”. His performances as Bonzo in “Madama
Butterfly”, Capellio in “T Capuleti e i Montecchi” have been highly acclaimed. He has appeared in numerous productions of
the Japan Opera Association such as “Tale of a Castle Keep”, “A Portrait of Shunkin”, “Kesa and Morito”, “Yosakoi Song”
among others. He received the Ningenryoku Taisho Award from the Junior Chamber International Japan. He is a member of
the Fujiwara Opera.
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Makoto Narita graduated from Tokyo University of the Arts and its graduate school. After his opera debut as Leporello
in “Don Giovanni”, he performed the roles of Figaro in “Le nozze di Figaro”, Papageno in “Die Zauberflote”, Marcello in “La
Bohéme”, Scarpia in “Tosca”. He has performed the roles of Hobson in “Peter Grimes”, Vanuzzi in “Die Schweigsame Frau”,
Don Estoban in Zemlinsky's “Der Zwerg” in the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra Opera Concertante Series with Mo.Kazushi
Ono. He earned high acclaim for his has performances in Tokyo Nikikai Opera, Tokyo Opera Nomori, Saito Kinen Festival
Matsumoto. He has performed as a soloist in concerts at the Sydney Opera House, the Musikverein Wien and Carnegie Hall.
He is a member of the Nikikai Opera Foundation.
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New National Theatre, Tokyo, has opened in October 1997 as the only national theatre for the modern
performing arts of Opera, Ballet, Contemporary Dance and Play. Meanwhile, New National Theatre Chorus
has started its career and plays a central role in many Opera performances all through the seasons. Now
the Chorus has more than 100 members and they gather more repertoires year by year thanks to NNTT's
various kinds of Opera productions. Each member possesses high standard of skills in singing and acting

which soloists are expected to have. Their ensemble ability and rich voices achieved acclaim from costarred
singers, conductors, directors, stage staffs as well as domestic and foreign media.
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The Fujiwara Opera Chorus Group is attached to the Fujiwara Opera, the first full scale opera company in
Japan (founded in 1934), and has performed in numerous operas during the long history of the company.
Apart from the performances of the Fujiwara Opera, the group has appeared in various concerts such as
the Italian Opera Performances invited by NHK (from the st to the 8th), NHK New Year Opera Concert,
Suntory Hall Anniversary Gala Concert among others. They were invited to the city of Cork, Ireland as
part of the EU Japan Fest in November 2005. The group’s first overseas performance was very successful.

Their performances in “Fidelio” with the Wiener Staatsoper and Mozart “Requiem” with José Carreras were
highly acclaimed for their well-coordinated singing ability and fine acting ability.
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Japan’s first vocalist group attached to a public hall is composed of vocalist who have been selected through
grueling auditions. Its members are not only talented soloist, but the ensemble is wildly recognized for its
exceptional ability to become the core of any chorus.

The ensemble was established in March 1998, the same year the BIWAKO HALL was inaugurated, as the
center of the Hall's unique creative activity.

The ensemble mainly performs in BIWAKO HALL production operas and concerts. It holds performances
nationwide by request. It also plays an active role in the promotion of music through performance in schools

in Shiga prefecture. The ensemble was awarded the 26th Otsu City Cultural Prize in 2013 and the 2017
Shiga Prefectural Cultural Prize.
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Barcelona Symphony Orchestra -
the National Orchestra of Catalonia
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The Barcelona Symphony Orchestra was established in 1944. Kazusi Ono is the musical director of the
orchestra since September 2015. Throughout its 70 years of history, the orchestra has performed with world
renowned soloist and has released recordings centered on works of De Falla, Bizet and Rodrigo. Touring is
also an important project for the orchestra. The orchestra has performed as a guest in famous theaters in
the world such as Carnegie Hall. It has participated in international musical festivals such as the BBC Proms
held at the Royal Albert Hall. It regularly plays in opera performances at the Gran Teatro del Liceu. Recent
performances include “The Gambler” by Prokofiev, “Daphne” by R. Strauss, “Die Zauberflote” by Mozart,
“Rienzi” by Wagner and “Il tabarro” by Puccini. The orchestra works to promote all genres of music, from
classics to contemporary music, specially works of composers from the Catalonia region. Their visit to Japan
in 2019 will be the first time in 24years.
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New National Theatre Chorus, Nikikai Chorus Group
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Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra

General Producer : ONO Kazushi
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[Performances at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan] Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Tokyo Bunka Kaikan (Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation

for History and Culture)
[Performances at New National Theatre, Tokyo] New National Theatre Foundation
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[Performances at Tokyo Bunka Kaikan] Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra

B2 ZHI&21
Nikikai2l Co, Ltd

“Die Meistersinger von Niirnberg”

Opera in 3 Acts ./ Sung in German with Japanese surtitles
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See page 15
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Tokyo Nikikai Opera TOSCA, February 2017

Co-production with Teatro dell'Opera di Roma

(Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Photos: Chikashi Saegusa)
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The Nikikai was established in 1952 as a vocalist group. As a means of honoring the achievements of
the predecessors are regarded as the first generation, as a means of honoring their achievements. The
mission of the group is to constantly improve. The Nikikai which started with only 16 members, is now
a 2,700-member organization unlike any other in the world. Recent performances include “Il Trovatore”,
“Le nozze di Figaro”, “Tristan und Isolde” in 2016. “Der Rosenkavalier” (Tokyo, Aichi, Oita) , “Madama
Butterfly” (Tokyo, Tosu) and “Die Fledermaus” (Nissay Theater) in 2017. The group has guest
performed with leading orchestras conducted by world renowned maestros such as Albrecht, Ashkenazy,

Dutoit, Santi, Previn, Inbal and has won their trust. The group is also active in promoting music by
polishing its broad repertoire and demonstrating the beauty of live music to children.
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Since the establishment by Tokyo Metropolitan Government in 1965 as a part of a cultural promotion
project to mark the Tokyo Olympic Games. Currently Kazushi Ono serves as Music Director, Kazuhiro
Koizumi as Honorary Conductor for Life, Eliahu Inbal as Conductor Laureate and Jakub Hrtsa as
Principal Guest Conductor. Alan Gilbert will assume the position of Principal Guest Conductor in April
2018.

In addition to a variety of subscription concerts and special concerts, TMSO is also actively engaged
in efforts to support Tokyo residents, such as giving school concerts, concerts for physically challenged
persons, and visiting institutions and islands as well as being involved in outreach activities. TMSO has
received much international acclaim as the "Music Ambassador of Capital Tokyo" through overseas
performances including Europe, North America and Asia.



