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People who spent the night were given use of the opera house foyer and seating.
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In Der Rosenkavalier, the Japanese singers who had prepared as understudies

received high praise for their performances. From left, Yasui Yoko (Sophie), Isaka
Megumi (Octavian).
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Concert at Iioka Elementary School
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Response in the aftermath of the Great East
Japan Earthquake, and our performance
schedule in the ensuing months

On the day of the quake

At the time the quake struck on March 11 (Fri.), students
of the NNT Opera Studio were performing their thesis
production of /L TABARRO in the Playhouse theatre.
The tremors were powerful and continued for a long time.
After the tremors subsided, the audience was led out of
the Playhouse. The quake had disrupted transportation
networks; there were members of the audience who could
not go home. That night, around 200 people spent the
night at the NNTT. These included people who had come
to see the opera, and others who had simply been in the
area and were unable to get home. None of our guests were

injured, and we managed to handle the crisis immediatel
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after the quake without significant problems.
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People receiving information via Large-screen TV in the 1st floor lobby
Response in the aftermath and our performance
schedule in the ensuing months

At the start of the following week, we began planning
our near-term course of action. We realized that the impact
of the quake would be massive and far-reaching. A decision
was made to cancel all performances and events scheduled
for March, and this was announced to the public.

We received an outpouring of support from around the
world, from singers and artists who have performed at
the NNTT, and from colleagues at other theatres. Their
messages expressed their concern for the victims of the
tragedy and their hope for a speedy recovery, and offered
words of support for the NNTT. These messages were made
available on our website and posted for viewing at the theatre,
so that the sentiments of the writers could reach everyone.
We have also received much encouragement and warm
words from the general public. We sincerely thank you all.

After making sure that our facilities were completely




safe and taking steps to reduce electricity consumption
wherever possible, we resumed our full performance
schedule in April. The first production was the opera, DER
ROSENKAVALIER. It was beset by many difficulties in
the aftermath of the disaster. For example, five foreign
artists (the conductor and four performers) made a decision
not to come to Japan and backed out of the production.
But the international cast and theatre personnel came
together and ultimately brought the production of DER
ROSENKAVALIER to fruition. The opera was praised by
critics and in the media. We also received warm words
of encouragement from patrons, many of whom wished
to express admiration for the fact that we were able to
overcome so many obstacles, such as the changes in
conductor and cast, and still manage to stage the opera.
Then in May, the NNTT staged a performance of COS/
FAN TUTTE (in recital format) by Japanese cover singers.
The event was organized with the intention of making the
public more aware of the important supportive role that
Japanese opera singers have as cover singers for NNTT
productions, and of the high level of artistry of these
singers. It was the first such performance at the NNTT
and was a big success. In the run-up to the May premiere
of our new production of COSI FAN TUTTE, four foreign
artists (the conductor and three performers) cancelled their
appearances in the production. It led to some sleepless
nights as we dealt with the situation; but, as with DER
ROSENKAVALIER, we overcame the obstacles and were
able to stage COSI FAN TUTTE in a production based on
a novel interpretation, and the production was very well
received. Then, with the productions of the play “WAITING
FOR GODOT" and the ballet “ALADDIN”, the NNTT
resumed its regular schedule for all performance genres,
marking a return to normality about which we trust you
were as relieved as we.
About donations

Donation boxes have been placed in several locations
throughout the theatre, to collect funds to help those most
affected by the disaster. The money you contribute will be
donated through the Japanese Red Cross. We also received
donations from artists from overseas who have appeared at
the NNTT, which was a source of great encouragement to
us at the theatre.
Steps taken to ensure the safety of theatre patrons

The theatre facilities have been inspected and the
evacuation plans and related signage have been reviewed.
All personnel in charge of evacuation have been properly

trained, and escape route maps are being distributed to

theatre patrons.
Efforts to save electricity

To help ease the strain on Japan's electric grid in the
wake of the disaster, starting in April, the NNTT has taken
steps to reduce its power use as much as possible in all areas
except those directly affecting performances, such as stage
lighting. The neon sign on the theatre roof was turned off,
as were the street lamps and pond lighting. Meanwhile,
the lights at the main entrance and those in the theatre
foyers (except during intermission times) were dimmed. In
addition, one of the two elevators used by the public was
turned off, and the escalators were only run for a certain
period before and after each performance. In our offices as
well, we made efforts to minimize the use of lights, adjusted
the air conditioning system settings to save power, and
even turned off one of the two units which regulate the
climate in the offices. These steps were aimed at meeting
the goal outlined in government policy, namely, a reduction
in peak consumption of at least 15%. We also made our
results public; on the NNTT website, we posted data for
the previous day's peak power consumption, and what the
figure represented as a percentage of the power use limit.
Reconstruction charity concert

On May 13, the NNTT gave charity concerts at three
evacuation shelters in Asahi city in Chiba Prefecture, an
area that suffered great damage in the Great East Japan
Earthquake. A group comprised of a pianist and four
singers from the New National Theatre Chorus visited
the shelters. The concerts were organized in the hope that
the New National Theatre, Tokyo could contribute in
some way to help those whose lives had been disrupted by
the Great East Japan Earthquake. It was our hope that,
through the power of art, the concerts would buoy the
spirits of those in the audience, giving them courage and
the strength to not give up hope.

The NNTT's Stage Set & Design Centre is also located in
Chiba Prefecture in Choshi city, which is adjacent to Asahi.
The concert scheduling and preparations at the shelters were
arranged with the cooperation of Asahi city officials. Then
on May 13, we visited lioka Elementary School, Unakami
Community Center, and lioka Health and Welfare Center
and gave around a one-hour concert at each location.

The music was performed by Naono Yoko (soprano),
Tachikawa Kazusa (alto), Oki Taro (tenor) and Shioiri Koji
(baritone), with accompaniment by pianist Egami Nanako.
They had large audiences at each location and even had
requests for their autographs after the performances, which was

an encouraging sign that the listeners had enjoyed themselves.
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